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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



 
Embracing the Soothing Power of Music
Portland, OR. February, 2005.  The Children’s Cancer Association (CCA) has expanded its award-winning Music Rx Program to include On-Call Palliative Music Services, thanks to a $20,000 grant from the Lance Armstrong Foundation and a $15,000 grant from Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation.  The project will provide compassionate, end-of-life music services available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, at no cost to families whose children are not expected to live beyond six months.

CCA’s On-Call Palliative Music Rx Outreach Project plans to serve 125 dying children, their siblings, parents, extended family and friends per year within 45 miles of the Portland Metropolitan Area.  The service is provided by certified Therapeutic Music Specialists, experienced in working with seriously ill children and families in hospital, hospice and home settings. These specialists will play a wide variety of musical instruments to help alleviate pain, soothe and comfort the dying child and share in the healing power of music.  Families interested in this service should contact CCA at 503-484-4859.
This program is made possible by a community grant from the Lance Armstrong Foundation, dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for those living with, through and beyond cancer.  “With the grants from LAF and Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation, we will be able fill the current gaps in the comfort-care of these children not currently met by healthcare institutions or elsewhere in the community,” said Regina Ellis, Co-Founder and Executive Director, CCA.  
Over the past nine years, CCA’s award-winning Music Rx Program has been in operation at Legacy Emanuel and Doernbecher Children’s Hospitals in Portland, Oregon, serving over 11,000 children and their families annually.  Music Rx helps transform the hospital environment for children, allowing music to aid in the relief of fear, anxiety and pain.  As the only program of its kind in the United States, it has received national interest from pediatric hospitals for expansion of these unique services.
CCA’s music therapists, specialists and trained volunteers utilize the scientifically proven, therapeutic benefits of music to create a soothing escape, a way to express anger, joy and frustration and a way to simply be a kid. CCA’s lead staff is certified in end of life care (CT, Certified Thanatology) by the Association for Death Education and Counseling.

Music Rx incorporates a multi-faceted approach to working with hospitalized children by providing:

· A mobile music cart library – with over 1500 items including state-of-the-art instruments like rap machines, electronic drums, marimbas, harps, CD players and more

· One-on-one and group music activities

· Evening concerts, providing entertainment for patients, families and staff

· Live, soothing music throughout the pediatric hallways

· Hosted Karaoke events, allowing kids a hilarious escape

· Cultural music presentations coordinating with the in-hospital school curriculum
For further information, please contact Regina Ellis, Executive Director, 503-244-3141. 
About CCA

The Children’s Cancer Association is an award-winning, non-profit local organization addressing the unmet needs of hospitalized children. CCA brings the joy of music, the magic of wishes, the power of information, and compassion to seriously ill children and their families. CCA serves more than 12,640 children and families in Oregon, Southwest Washington, and across the U.S. every year. For more information about CCA, visit www.ChildrensCancerAssociation.org.

About Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation
The Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation supports programs of national and international significance that promote the welfare of human and natural resources. These efforts will enhance the creativity, strengths and skills already possessed by those in need and reinforce the sustaining process inherent in nature. The Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation is governed by members of the Weyerhaeuser Family and is not affiliated with the Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation.

 

About the Lance Armstrong Foundation 
The Lance Armstrong Foundation (LAF) believes that in your battle with cancer, knowledge is power and attitude is everything. From the moment of diagnosis we provide the practical information and tools you need to live strong. The LAF focuses its activities on public health initiatives, national advocacy, research, and survivorship education and resources, including Live Strong, the LAF's comprehensive resource for cancer survivors. The LAF was founded in 1997 by cancer survivor and champion cyclist Lance Armstrong and is located in Austin, Texas. For more information, visit www.laf.org and www.livestrong.org.  
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